
 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

       

Music Matters April 2013 

Special events of 
Pacific Symphony 

League 
 

Board Meeting:  

Wednesday, April 10, 10:00 a.m. 

at the Symphony Offices. 

 

League Luncheons: 
Monday, April 15, at Crowne 

Plaza Hotel, 3131 S. Bristol, (be-

tween 405 and Paularino Ave.) 

Costa Mesa, 11 a.m., featuring 

new assistant conductor Alejandro 

Gutierrez and members of Pacific 

Symphony Youth Orchestra 

 

Monday, May 20, 2013, featuring 

Music Director Carl St.Clair to be 

held at The Center Club, Costa 

Mesa. 

 

 

Salon Series 3: 

April 7, 2013, featuring George Gao, 
Erhu. (See article on the Erhu on 
page 2.) Home of Lynne Worley, 
Newport Beach, CA 
 

All are invited to join the  

“Salon Series” of four special 

musical afternoons for a con-

tribution of $300. plus cost of 

events.  Call Leslie Fay Vaeth 

at Pacific Symphony, (714) 

876-2374. 

  

Opera Trips: April 28: 
San Diego, Aida matinee, prices 

from $155-$275 including trans-

portation and lunch. To make res-

ervations, contact Gary Good at 

ggood@pacificsymphony.org  
 

 

  

 

 

 
Co-Presidents of 

Pacific Symphony League, 

Boker and Jaye Yaruss 

 

Dear League Members 

 

It’s been a busy year and it promises to continue!  You’ll find articles in 

this issue about several of the events and activities of the League.  Please 

read on. 

 

Our major objective from now until the end of our fiscal year (June 30) and 

beyond, is to increase membership. Along with our Opera Focus friends, 

we are working to keep our League vibrant and alive through membership, 

camaraderie and volunteerism. By taking these steps we will be able to 

continue to be the premiere volunteer arm of the Symphony family.  So, we 

are asking for all of your help in adding to our ranks.  Please take a minute 

to flip through your personal phone book and list of friends to see if you 

know of anyone who would enjoy the activities and benefits of joining our 

organization.  We have so much to offer and such an important mission. 

We will be having a very special membership event on April 6
th

, so call 

Leslie Fay Vaeth at (714) 876-2374 for details. 

 

As a reminder, one can join Opera Focus for $50.00 per year.  Full League 

membership is still only $65.00 per year.  Patron members are $175.00 per 

year and the Salon Series is just $300.00 per year.  Request one of our 

newest brochures that explain the benefits of each option.  If you’d like a 

few to hand out to your friends, please let us know and we will see you get 

them. 

 

Look forward to a few end of the year surprises.  We have some special 

plans we will share as soon as we can.  In the meantime, we welcome your 

input, and appreciate your volunteerism and support. Please feel free to 

contact us anytime.  Jaye is available at Jaye@BokerYaruss.com and Boker is 

available at Boker@BokerYaruss.com.  

 

We are never too busy for you!  
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League Membership Luncheon 

 

Monday, April 15, 2013, Crowne Plaza Hotel, 11a.m. 

featuring 

Assistant Conductor Alejandro Gutiérrez and members of the  
Pacific Symphony Youth Orchestra 

 
Gutiérrez is the new assistant conductor of Pacific Symphony.  He has been the associ-

ate conductor of the National Orchestra of Costa Rica since 1998. He has 

 designed and conducted successful  educational and family programs which include 

“Discovering Beethoven,” “The Family Instruments of the Orchestra,” and “The Con-

certo” among others. 

      

Gutiérrez has guest conducted for the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra in Michigan, the 

Honduras Philharmonic, the Tatui Summer Festival Wind Orchestra and MIMU Festival 

in Brazil, the University of Texas Symphony Orchestra at Austin and Costa Rica’s Na-

tional Symphonic Choir.  

 

Gutiérrez is the founder and director of “Trombones de Costa Rica,” which constantly 

tours the United States, the Caribbean, Central and South America and Europe.  His 

work has been recognized by prizes in Costa Rica and Germany.  

 

He recently completed his doctorate in orchestral conducting at the University of Texas 

and has brought his wife Eilleen and children, Laura and Marco, to Orange County.  

(Find out how Gutiérrez made it to the Symphony in “How to choose an Assistant Con-

ductor” at left.) 

         

Violins for “Think Together” and Pacific Symphony 
 
The Education Department of Pacific Symphony, the Santa Ana Unified School District and 

“Think Together” have been talking for the past fifteen years about a school year project to 

teach violin to 150 fourth and fifth graders. A trial happened this past summer when fourth and 

fifth-grade Santa Ana students from Diamond, Harvey and King elementary schools participated 

in "Santa Ana Summer Strings," a new program that introduced students to the violin. The pilot 

program enabled the students to learn and to frequently work closely with Symphony musicians 

every day after school. Taking place June 20-July 31, Summer Strings was designed to foster 

creativity, discipline, perseverance and self-esteem, as well as develop teamwork skills, while 

strengthening school music programs and building parental support for them. At key points 

throughout the five weeks, students performed mini-concerts at their school sites for family and 

friends. The program culminated with a public performance at the Great Park in Irvine. 

 

The program is being continued during the school year as “Santa Ana Strings.”  One hundred 

fifty new violins were purchased, catalogued, and numbered for use of the children even before 

the funds were found for them.  Pacific Symphony League volunteers helped unpack and pre-

pared the violins which are now in the hands of the students.  The children work with musicians 

twice per week and 3 hours over the weekend to prepare for their first performance in April. 
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Upcoming 
Events: 

 
May 20, 2013, 
League Luncheon 
#5, Featuring 
Music Director 
Carl St.Clair at the 
Center Club, Costa 
Mesa 
June 9, 2013,  
Salon Series #4 
Featuring Lelie 
Resnick, English 
horn, and Joshua 
Ranz, clarinet at the 
home of Maria 
Francis in (Emerald 
Bay) Laguna Beach. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

How to choose an 

assistant conductor 

of Pacific Sym-

phony: 

 
There are two ways, 

advertised open audi-

tions or personal en-

counters. In the most 

recent case, Carl St. 

Clair met Alejandro 

Gutiérrez when Carl 

was conducting a 

symposium in Texas.  

He was interested in 

the young man and 

watched him conduct. 

Carl invited Alejandro 

to come to Orange 

County to meet Pacific 

Symphony.  The or-

chestra members were 

impressed.  Alejandro 
met the Pacific Sym-

phony Youth orches-

tra.  They were im-

pressed too.  Of all 

possible candidates, 

and there were others, 

Alejandro Gutiérrez 

was chosen.  



 

 

 

 

Salon Series: (3) 

“The Erhu” 

April 7, 2013 
 
The erhu is a two-stringed 

bowed musical instrument 

more specifically a “spike 

fiddle” which may also be 

called a "southern fiddle", 

and sometimes known in 

the Western world as the 

"Chinese violin" or a "Chi-

nese two-stringed fiddle". It 

is used as a solo instrument 

as well as in small ensem-

bles and large orchestras. It 

is the most popular of the 

hugin family of traditional 

bowed string instruments 

used by various ethnic 

groups of China. A very 

versatile instrument, the 

erhu is used in both tradi-

tional and contemporary 

music arrangements, such 

as in pop, rock, and jazz. 

 

Special 
Request 

 
Music Matters, this newslet-
ter, needs a sponsor. The 
cost is $2000 per year for 
five issues or $400 per is-
sue.  If you know of some-
one who would like to sup-
port the Pacific Symphony 
League in this way, please 
contact Betty Everett, editor, 
949 462 0912, or  
co-Presidents Jaye and 
Boker Yaruss. (949) 929-

7187, (949) 842-2961. 
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Music Matters 

Nominations for Slate of Officers for 2012-2013  
 

       

        

       

       

       

       

        
         

       
         

         

    

       

         

Co-presidents: Jaye and Boker Yaruss 

 

1
st
 Vice President, Membership 

co-chairs, Janice Smith and Herb Roth 

2
nd

 Vice President, Education 

Volunteers, Joe Svehla 

 

3
rd

 Vice President Ways and Means, 

Co-chairs Sue Baker and Claire Burt 

4
th

 Vice President Programs,    

Hani Feller 

Recording Secretary, 

Linda Sholik   

Treasurer, Eveline Eng 

Corresponding Secretary, 

 Renee Adler, left below 

Parliamentarian, Dorcas Preston, right 

below 

Voting on 

the slate of 

officers will 

take place at 

the General 

Meeting on 

April 15. 

RSVP to 

Leslie Fay 

Vaeth at 

(714) 870-

2374. 



 

 

Tributes And Honors 
 

In Memory of  Clarinell 
Rehak Hahn (Carl St 
Clair’s  mother) 
The Pacific Symphony 
League Board 
 
In Memory of Bruce  
Miller 
Dorcas Preston 

 
In Memory of Mary Muth 
Barbara Sue Johnson 
Ted and Janice Smith 

 

In Memory of Bill Roberts 
Harriet and Frank  
Edelstein 
Barbara Sue Johnson 
Ted and Janice Smith 

In Memory of Ina Roth 
Renee and Bill Adler 
Leslie and Richard 
Carpenter 
Suzanne and David 
Chonette 
Ellen and Marshall Cole 
Arthur Ecker 
Lois and Jay Foonberg 
Donna Garber 
Esther and G. Wallace 
Hugo 
Sheila and Richard  
Hutman 
Barbara Sue Johnson 
Janice Johnson 
Helen and Sidney Katz 
Leah and Sidney Katz 

Darrellyn and David 
Melilli 
Hope Miller 
Dot and Rick Nelson 
Judith Newman 
Nikki Palley 
Pat and Bill Podlich 
Dorcas Preston 
Michael Roth 
Joann Ruden 
Jeanne Skrocki 
Marilyn Smart-
Krivanek 
Ted and Janice Smith 
Jane and Richard  
Taylor 
Karen and George 
Thagard 
Nella Webster O’Grady 

Jaye and Boker Yaruss 
 

In Memory of Rieva 
Yaruss 
Gloria and Edwin Clark 
Michele and John Forsyte 
Barbara Sue Johnson 
Nikki Palley 
Dorcas Preston 
Leslie Fay Vaeth and Evan 
Marks 
Jaye and Boker Yaruss 
 
 
 
In Honor of Mary Moore 
Barbara Sue Johnson  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pacific Symphony League Tributes and Honors: 
 

PLEASE HELP THE LEAGUE SUPPORT PACIFIC SYMPHONY’S EDUCATION PROGRAMS! 

 

 

 Enclosed is my tax-deductible check for $_________ 

 or  Credit Card:  ___American Express   ___Discover   ___MasterCard   ___Visa 

 Card Number ________________________   Exp date_________ Amount $_______________ 

 

 Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

  

 Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Signature ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 If your donation is being given in memory or honor of someone, please indicate: 

  

 In Memory of (name) ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 In Honor of (name and occasion)__________________________________________________ 

 

 Notification of Donation to (name) ________________________________________________ 

  

 (address)_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Please send this form along with your check or credit card information to the Pacific Symphony League, 

 3631 S. Harbor Blvd., Suite 100, Santa Ana, CA  92704-5789 

 

 Pacific Symphony League reserves the right to publish donors’ names unless notified otherwise. 

 

 

We invite you to honor a musician or friend or both or the memory of a dear one by a contribution to the 

Pacific Symphony League’s Tributes and Honors.  Please use the form below so that your wishes will be 

clearly seen.  

The Pacific Symphony League board has paid tribute to Carl St.Clair’s mother who passed on recently. If 

you wish to do the same, her name is Clarinell Rehak Hahn. We are so grateful she brought Carl into the 

world.  


