
 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

       

Music Matters February 2013 

 

Boker and Jaye Yaruss, Co-Presidents 

Pacific Symphony League 2012-13 

(949) 929-7187, (404) 822-7907 

jaye@bokeryaruss.com; boker@bokeryaruss.com  

Feel free to contact us with questions, concerns, ideas! 

  We always love to hear from our members. 

Special events of 
Pacific Symphony 

League 
 

 

 

Board Meeting:  

Wednesday, February 13; 10:00 

a.m. at the Symphony 

Offices. 

 

New and Prospective Member 

Gathering: Wednesday, 

February 13, 12:30 p.m. 

 

League Luncheons: 
Monday, February 25, at 

11 a.m., Center Club, Town Cen-

ter Drive, Costa Mesa featuring 

the opera world. $60.00 non-

members; invite your friends. 

 

Monday, April 15, 2013, featuring   

new assistant conductor Alejandro 

Gutierrez and members of the Pa-

cific  Symphony Youth Orchestra. 

 

Monday, May 20, 2013, featuring 

Music Director Carl St. Clair. 

 

Salon Series 3: 

April 7, 2013, featuring George Gao, 
Erhu. (See article on the Erhu on 
page 2.) 
 

All are invited to join the “Sa-

lon Series” of four special 

events for a contribution of 

$300. plus cost of events.  Call 

Leslie Vaeth at Pacific Sym-

phony, (714) 876-2374.  

Opera Trips: April 28: San 

Diego, Aida 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 
Co-Presidents of 

Pacific Symphony League, 

Boker and Jaye Yaruss 

Opera News at Pacific Symphony 

By Hani Feller, Opera correspondent for Music Matters 

 

Friday evening February 1, opera lovers from Pacific Symphony boarded a 

luxury minivan and headed to the San Diego Opera to see Donizetti’s The 

Daughter of the Regiment. The libretto was updated to the final days of 

World War II and was a sparkling, brilliant comic opera performance noted 

for its tenor aria featuring nine high Cs. The voices were exceptional, and 

the acting often hilarious. Prior to the performance, we had a buffet dinner 

at the beautiful US Grant Hotel near the opera house. We thank Leslie 

Vaeth, Associate Director of Individual Giving for Pacific Symphony, who 

so charmingly accompanied us on the trip and engaged us in a discussion 

of the opera. She also brought delicious tidbits to eat on our trip down as 

well as champagne to toast on the way home. We especially thank Gary 

Good, Senior Executive for Special Campaigns, who arranges, oversees, 

and joins us in our opera trips, making sure that all goes well from begin-

ning to end.   
 

*If you don’t know about the Opera Outings, the next and last one of the season is 

Sunday, April 28 and we will take a luxury bus together to San Diego to see Aida. 

There is a talk on the bus, food, fun, and a great opera. We hope you’ll join us 

then!    

 

mailto:jaye@bokeryaruss.com
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Upcoming 
Events:  
 

April 15, 2013,  
League Luncheon 
#4, Featuring new 
Assistant Conduc-
tor Alejandro 
Gutierrez and 
members of the 
Pacific Symphony 
Youth Orchestra 
 
May 20, 2013, 
League Luncheon 
#5, Featuring 
Music Director 
Carl St.Clair 
 
June 9, 2013,  
Salon Series #4 
Featuring Lelie 
Resnick, English 
horn, and Joshua 
Ranz, clarinet at 
the home of Maria 
Francis in (Emer-
ald Bay) Laguna 
Beach. 

 
 

 

 

Special Membership Luncheon 

 

Monday, February 25, 2013, Center Club, 11:00 a.m. 

 
Mezzo-soprano Milena Kitic and soprano Robin Follman discuss the opera world with 

Dr. Peter Atherton, Director of Operatic Studies at Chapman University and Gary Good, 

Senior Executive for Special Campaigns for Pacific Symphony.  

                 

 

         

The membership luncheon in February will highlight opera with four people who know 
the field well.   

Milena Kitic, a renowned mezzo-soprano, has performed numerous roles with opera com-
panies around the world in the last two decades. Perhaps best known for her performance 
as the title role in Carmen, Kitic has played Carmen in major performance venues across 
the United States and Europe. She has received numerous accolades, including the German 
Music Critic's Award for "Performer of the Season'' in 1998 and the Opera Pacific Guild's 
"Diva of the Year" in 2005. Her talent earned her the inaugural Artist-in-Residence Award 
given by Chapman University in Orange, California, where she is an adjunct professor and 
master class instructor. She also works closely with the Orange County High School of the 
Arts, runs a private vocal studio, serves as chair of artistic excellence for the LA Opera, and 
is on an advisory board of Big Brother Big Sister of Orange County.  

Robin Follman, acclaimed educator, performer and recording artist, is described as a so-
prano with "the whole package." With a devoted following, world-class performance 
schedule, extensive educational resume and an artistic style entirely her own, Robin's in-
tegrity in the performance and education of noted operatic, contemporary classical, cross-
over, and concert repertoires makes her an eminent model for singers in the 21st century. 
As an educator, her achievements have included the development and training of young, 
up-and-coming singers in southern California, across the United States and around the 

world. 

The meeting will also include a vote on revised by-laws of the Pacific Symphony League. If 
you would like to know more about the Pacific Symphony League, please join us at the 
meeting.  The member price is $50.00 and the non-member price is $60.00. 

Call Leslie Fay Vaeth at Pacific Symphony to make your reservations: (714) 876-2374  

 

 

Milena Kitic           Rachel Koons  Robin Follman 

Performer 

Rachel Koons,  

student of 

Milena Kitic 

Music Matters 

editor: 

Betty Everett,  

3631 S. Harbor 

Blvd. Suite 100, 

Santa Ana, CA, 

92704-8908 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=B3LeDyt3l5NkmM&tbnid=fj7MbCvP0BJIjM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.laopera.com/Artists/Cast/Milena-Kitic/&ei=IJMKUfSGDKiy2gXyooCICQ&psig=AFQjCNFLjAgt0gtgeh0p0gq8rHLBQmP94w&ust=1359733920231931
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.426560292615.216542.653097615&type=1


 

 

 

 

Salon Series: (3) “The 

Erhu”  
Click on the links below to 

learn more about the Erhu: 

you will be taken to Wik-

ipedia which has a long ar-

ticle on the instrument:  

The erhu ( pinyin: èrhú, 

[êɻxǔ]) is a two-stringed 

bowed musical in-
strument, more specifi-

cally a spike fiddle, 

which may also be called a 

"southern fiddle", and 

sometimes known in the 

Western world as the "Chi-

nese violin" or a "Chinese 

two-stringed fiddle". It is 

used as a solo instrument as 

well as in small ensembles 

and large orchestras. It is 

the most popular of the 

huqin family of traditional 

bowed string instruments 

used by various ethnic 

groups of China. A very 

versatile instrument, the 

erhu is used in both tradi-

tional and contemporary 

music arrangements, such 

as in pop, rock, and jazz..
[1]

 
Symphony Store News: 
 
 At all concerts of Pacific Symphony including children’s musical mornings, 

the portable Symphony Store is wheeled out of the closet to a be set up in a 

prominent place in the concert hall foyer.  There are beaded jewelry from 

Guatemala, colorful pashminas for the cool concert hall, silk or polyester ties 

and socks with musical motifs, stationary with a musical theme, even a large 

round clock with a musical face.  The store also carries cups, saucers and 

mugs with musical themes as well as musical jewelry boxes.  It’s incredible 

the number of items for adults and children carried by our Symphony store. 

Now high tech has even touched our portable store with iPads for charges 

and inventory control.  The customers sign their charges with their fingers 

and receive an email receipt.  The iIPads are processed by the Symphony of-

fice at the end of the concert run.   

Volunteers staff all the events.  There are usually at least four for each event. 

One is the inventory iPad expert, and the others are experts on the merchan-

dise and particularly expert in helping the symphony going customers. The 

Symphony store is always ready to welcome new volunteers to their ranks.  

Just contact Sharon if you’d like to join the team. 

 Sharonstewart600@gmail.com or (714) 921-2664 or (714) 904-2664. 

 

(In 2012, the Store raised approximately $20,000. for Symphony programs 

for children’s musical education.)  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Page 3 of 4 

 

 

 

 

Music Matters 

Membership News: 
 

An orientation meeting for new members of the Pacific Symphony 
League was held on February 13 at the Symphony Offices.  New 
members met Symphony staff and heard about the need for volun-
teers to support the Symphony. 
 
Active League members were asked why they belong to the Pacific Sym-
phony League. Below are two answers: 
 
“I have time to spare and feel that helping others is very rewarding way 
to spend that time. The Pacific Symphony has appreciated the talents I 
have to share. I have always loved music although not a musician so this 
has been a good match for me. I bring my organizational skills and com-
puter skills to the Symphony and the Symphony League and they have 
had a need for those talents. A good match indeed!”  Kathy Mills 
 
“We are very lucky to have such an excellent orchestra as the Pacific Symphony 
in Orange County.I very much value our contribution to the children's musical 
education, to help them understand , enjoy and study music. It is great fun to be 
a member, make friends and take part in different activities. I love volunteering 
in the gift shop, love to go to the concerts, lunches and meetings. 
 
Besides having a nice time, I know that we are helping to bring music to Orange 
County and also Los Angeles through our dedicated and wonderful music direc-
tor and staff.”  Susan Faludi 

 

Symphony store manager 

Sharon Stewart shows a 

new music themed item. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinyin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:IPA_for_Mandarin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowed_string_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowed_string_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spike_fiddle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huqin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erhu#cite_note-1
mailto:Sharonstewart600@gmail.com


 

 

Tributes And Honors 
 

In Memory of Bruce Miller 

Dorcas Preston 

 

In Memory of Mary Muth 

Barbara Sue Johnson 

Ted and Janice Smith 

 

In Memory of Bill Roberts 

Harriet and Frank Edelstein 

Barbara Sue Johnson 

Ted and Janice Smith 

 

In Memory of Ina Roth 

Renee and Bill Adler 

Leslie and Richard Carpenter 

Suzanne and David Chonette 

Ellen and Marshall Cole 

Arthur Ecker 

Lois and Jay Foonberg 

Donna Garber 

Esther and G. Wallace Hugo 

Sheila and Richard Hutman 

Barbara Sue Johnson 

Janice Johnson 

Helen and Sidney Katz 

Leah and Sidney Katz 

Darrellyn and David Melilli 

Hope Miller 

Dot and Rick Nelson 

Judith Newman 

Nikki Palley 

Pat and Bill Podlich 

Dorcas Preston 

Michael Roth 

Joann Ruden 

Jeanne Skrocki 

Marilyn Smart-Krivanek 

Ted and Janice Smith 

Jane and Richard Taylor 

Karen and George Thagard 

Nella Webster O’Grady 

Jaye and Boker Yaruss 

 

In Memory of Rieva Yaruss 

Gloria and Edwin Clark 

Michele and John Forsyte 

Barbara Sue Johnson 

Nikki Palley 

Dorcas Preston 

Leslie Fay Vaeth and Evan 

Marks 

Jaye and Boker Yaruss 

 

 

In Honor of Mary Moore 

Barbara Sue Johnson  

 
 Pacific Symphony League Tributes and Honors: 

 
PLEASE HELP THE LEAGUE SUPPORT PACIFIC SYMPHONY’S EDUCATION PROGRAMS! 

 

 

 Enclosed is my tax-deductible check for $_________or  Credit Card:  ___American Express   ___Discover   

 ___MasterCard   ___Visa 

 Card Number ________________________   Exp date_________ Amount $_______________ 

 

 Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

  

 Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Signature ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 If your donation is being given in memory or honor of someone, please indicate: 

  

 In Memory of (name) ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 In Honor of (name and occasion)__________________________________________________ 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Notification of Donation to (name) ________________________________________________ 

  

 (address)_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Please send this form along with your check or credit card information to the League, 

 Pacific Symphony,  3631 S. Harbor Blvd., Suite 100, Santa Ana, CA  92704-5789 

 

 Pacific Symphony League reserves the right to publish donors’ names unless notified otherwise. 


