
 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

       

Music Matters, January 2013 

Dear League Members, 
We would like to extend a belated Holiday Wish and warm Happy New Year to you all. 
There has been so much going on, some of which is covered in this newsletter and 
many items “behind the scenes”. 
 
We are working hard to get the new bylaws approved at the Symphony level and 
should have them in your hands in January along with the updated roster of members. 
For those of you who attended our first Salon Series event, I know you will agree, it 
was an exceptional afternoon. Our next event is right around the corner and plans are 
well under way for numbers three and four with some surprises ahead. 
 
We had the pleasure of attending our first Opera Focus event – the 12-12-12 Dinner. It 
was a wonderful, classy, dress-up, sit down dinner held at the home of Bill and Betty 
McClellan. Excellent food and drink, and a spectacular view of Monarch Beach and Da-
na Point augmented great conversation with some wonderful new friends. If you ha-
ven’t reached out to our Opera Focus friends, please do. There’s a whole new world of 
opportunity for our League members available. 
 
Just a quick comment about our Wicked Diva’s event: The event received tremendous 
positive press which is always such a help to the Symphony. People are still abuzz with 
positive conversations. The event has the making of becoming an annual festivity for 
the League and the Symphony. Of course, we had a lot to learn but our hats are off to 
all of the wonderful volunteers who made the evening possible. 
 
As we venture into the New Year, we want to concentrate on engaging new members. 
Our membership, not counting our new friends in Opera Focus, is not nearly as strong 
as in years past.  Without a solid membership base, we can’t reach our financial goals 
of supporting the symphony.  Besides good times, great friendships and wonderful 
luncheons and events, our purpose is to volunteer AND to raise funds for our all-
important education programs. And, with our current membership level, we are having 
a very difficult time reaching those goals. So, we’d like to take this opportunity to ask 
each of you to go through your personal phone book and see if there are some friends 
of yours that would enjoy our organization. We are looking forward to seeing each of 
you in the New Year. 
 

Boker & Jaye Yaruss 

Special events of 
Pacific Symphony 

League 
 

 

League Board Meeting:  
Wednesday, January 9, 2013, 

Symphony Offices 

3150 Harbor Blvd, Suite 100, 

Costa Mesa; all members are 

welcome to attend. 

 

 

Salon Series 2: 

Sunday, January 13, 2013 

Home of Hani Feller 

 

 

Opera Trips:  
Friday, February 1, 2012 

Daughter of the Regiment, 

San Diego Opera. Call Pacif-

ic Symphony for details at 

(714)876-2360 

 

 

Pacific Coast Wine Festi-

val 
Saturday, February 9, 2013 

The Island Hotel, 

Newport Beach 

 

 

League Luncheon: 
Monday, February 25, 2013, 

11:00 a.m., Opera Theme,  

Center Club, 650 Town Cen-

ter Drive, Costa Mesa 
 

 

 

 

 
Co-Presidents of 

Pacific Symphony League, 

Boker and Jaye Yaruss 



 
 

      
 
Julie Wiseman, 1st VP, Membership 
In January, we are ramping up our Membership drive to enlarge our rolls by 13 new members each month during 2013. There are 
prizes to be earned for the most new members brought in, and it will be fun to meet new people volunteering to meet the goals of 
the League. We are relaxing some rules that will enable each of you to bring a guest to almost any event across the spectrum, includ-
ing Salon Series, Luncheons, and Opera Focus events at only the cost of the event. The secret is out, now join in the fun by participat-
ing and bringing a friend! 
Julie Wiseman jwiseman@socall.rr.com (714) 633 8557 

 
Jacki Williams, 2nd VP, Education Volunteers 
The Education Department of the Symphony and my post continue to progress at communicating to ensure sufficient volunteers for 
the needs of their events. We can always use more help, since the Education Department looks to us, the premier volunteer arm of 
the Symphony, for quality assistance with children and their parents, grandparents and our Heartstrings community partners. 
 

Our first Family Musical Mornings concert near Halloween was a huge success (in spite of the foul weather). There were three 
busloads of Heartstrings children as well as the many families who attended. 
 

Our second concert, The Nutcracker, was, as usual, very well received. Both events had many League volunteers. The Symphony 
Education department has told me how pleased they are that we are helping so much at these events. I'm sure the third concert, 
The Magic Flute, will be equally successful. I can always use more volunteers at these events as well as at Class Act performances 
and Youth Symphony concerts. It's great fun! Jacki Williams ibubheb@aol.com (714) 847 3294   

 
Vacant, 3rd VP, Ways & Means 
Jaye Dobreer-Yaruss, PSL Co-President 
Your League is looking for smaller, interesting and more manageable fundraisers to encourage camaraderie and support of the Sym-
phony. As such we are looking for League members who would like to create a small event in their home or other venue that would 
bring people together to enjoy a meal or an interactive activity while supporting our League efforts for the Symphony Education 
programs. As we have learned from our Opera Focus friends, it doesn’t have to be overly big or expensive to be friendly, intimate, 
informative and enjoyable. If you have an idea or would like me to share mine, or would just like details, please call me or email me. 
Jaye@BokerYaruss.com or 949-842-2961. 
 
Our Salon Series started wonderfully in Newport Beach. Our own Cindy Ellis and her husband Tony, both accomplished Orchestra 
members and leaders, regaled us with exquisite sounds and knowledge for a fabulous afternoon and a sunset to die for. Plan to join 
us for our next offering on Sunday, January 13

th
 at the home of Hani Feller where she will host Triada Guitar Trio from Bulgaria! Our 

menu will be themed and most delicious. We are looking forward to another great afternoon of fabulously fine music and time with 
fellow music lovers. Plan to bring a friend for just the cost of the event and a taste of our fun.  
Contact Leslie Fay Vaeth for details since the deadline is coming 714-876-2374. 

 
Sue Baker & Hani Feller, Co-
Chairs, 4th VP, Programs 
Please RSVP early for our special 
General Membership Meet-
ing/Luncheon date, Monday, Feb-
ruary 25

th
. This will be an opera- 

themed event and will include 
singers from Chapman University’s 
Opera Department. We will also be 
voting on our renewed bylaws and 
welcoming our Opera Focus friends 
to the table. Invitations will be out 
promptly and we look forward to 
having you join us for a lovely time 
at the new Center Club. 

 

 

 

Dinner and the Pops Opening Night Report                                                                         
A Note from Leslie Vaeth: 

 

“The League hosted a WONDERFUL Pops Opening Night Celebration on November 
16!  Congratulations to all – we raised an additional $6,000 for Symphony music 
education programs.  Also, I heard so many great kudos to your efforts from around 
the office.  Everyone was impressed by all the work you put in and how great every-
thing turned out. Check out the great story online in the OC Register (November 26, 
2012) about the concert and the event – there is even a photo album! 

 

Big kudos goes to all those who helped make this event special, starting with event 
chair Marion Brockett! Thank you also to her committee and event crew, including 
Sue Baker, Claire Burt, Susan Faludi, Terese Ivory, Barbara Sue Johnson, Linda 
Sholik, Elaine Vanderpool, Jacki Williams, and Boker and Jaye Yaruss. You were a 
championship team and I hope you are very proud of all the work you did.  Friday 
Night Subscribers want to know if we’ll do it again!” 

Music Matters Editor: Betty Everett 
3631 S. Harbor Blvd. Suite 100, 

Santa Ana, CA 92704-8908 

Updates from our Board Members 

mailto:jwiseman@socall.rr.com
mailto:ibubheb@aol.com
mailto:Jaye@BokerYaruss.com
http://www.ocregister.com/news/symphony-378517-opening-pacific.html


 

The Symphony Shop: Sharon Stewart 

 

The five concert Shops did very well in the fall and 

I had lots of comments from the volunteers about 

how much fun they have together and how nice it is 

to be back together in the Hall! It is a very good 

way to meet other members and to do your required 

service to the League. We have some new music- 

themed items that are selling fast, and we have a 

new program where we include a free CD (our 

choice) if you purchase $75.00 or more from the 

Shop. The Orchestra has a new CD that we will 

soon be selling in the Shop, and we are still promot-

ing Tributes to honor that special someone.  

 

The big news from the Shop is how technology has 

crept into our work.  The Symphony invested in a 

number of iPads with a sales program on them.  

They even swipe credit cards. It has been a bit of a 

learning curve, but the Shop volunteers are catching 

on.  The customers love to sign for their purchases 

with their finger directly on the iPad. 

 

Does anyone have a dressmaker’s mannequin in 

good shape that they would like to donate to the 

Shop? We have one but she has problems standing 

upright!   A new one costs $85.00. Think about a 

gift to the Shop in the New Year. 

 

We are also looking for a lead volunteer for all five 

of the Family concerts. Volunteers will see the con-

cert and also receive a voucher for two tickets to the 

Pacific Symphony concerts next summer at Verizon 

Wireless Amphitheater each time you help with a 

Family concert in the Shop. Please e-mail Sharon if 

you can help at sharonstewart600@gmail.com. 

The children love the Shop; for them, it is part of 

their Symphony experience and to take home some-

thing to remember their day is very special.  Parents 

and grandparents enjoy it too!   

 

 

   
Leslie Vaeth gives lessons in use of new iPads! Isabelle Pres-

cott, League member, looks attentively at the new technology. 

 

Opera Trips: By Hani Feller and Leslie Vaeth 

 

On Sunday, October 14, I, Hani, joined a group of 

opera lovers affiliated with Pacific Symphony 

League to attend a Los Angeles Opera performance 

of Don Giovanni, conducted by Placido Domingo. 

A hired bus took us from South Coast Plaza to the 

site, and we got there early enough to hear a pre-

view presentation by James Conlon, Music Director 

of Los Angeles Opera. He was extremely engaging, 

very warm and humorous.  
 

The operatic performances were very good, alt-

hough the stage sets were disappointing. 
 

Our bus trip was lively and enlightening, thanks to 

Susan Miller Kotses, Director of Education and 

Community Engagement for Pacific Symphony. 

She made a delightful presentation of the history of 

Don Giovanni and Mozart while playing various 

segments of the opera on CDs. Susan has a vast 

knowledge of opera and voice. She studied singing 

in college and has performed in opera professional-

ly. She also performs as a guest Cantor at a local 

Synagogue. 
 

We had a nice variety of catered box lunches and 

beverages on the bus. Gary Good, Senior Executive 

for Special Campaigns and Major Gifts, who ar-

ranged this event, along with Leslie Vaeth, Associ-

ate Director of Individual Giving, were also on the 

bus and assisted so capably with everything. Gary 

managed to get us into the VIP room during inter-

mission to enjoy refreshments, and on the trip home 

he popped open some bottles of champagne to cele-

brate our wonderful experience. For further infor-

mation on these fabulous trips, call Gary Good, at 

(714) 876-2360 or ggood@pacificsymphony.org  

 

Opera Trips, part 2, by Leslie Vaeth 

On Sunday, December 9, 42 members of the Pacific 

Symphony family set off for a trip to see the final per-

formance of Madama Butterfly by Giacomo Puccini at 

LA Opera. Members of the Chapman University music 

program, sponsored by Pat and Mary Dirk, and students 

from St. Michael’s Preparatory School, sponsored by 

Paul and Marybelle Musco, joined some of Pacific Sym-

phony’s wonderful opera patrons for the adventure! 

League and Opera Focus members Jackie Charnley, 

Laila and Bill Conlin, Hani Feller, Anne Gilbert, Luci-

ana and Don Marabella, Bev Spring, and Elaine 

Vanderpool also joined in the fun. 

 

mailto:sharonstewart600@gmail.com
mailto:ggood@pacificsymphony.org


On the drive down, we had a great conversation about 

Madama Butterfly, including some interesting musical 

elements, some historical accounts, and the characteriza-

tion of the various personas. We also had a wonderful 

account of performing Madama Butterfly on stage with 

the New York City Opera when they were performing in 

Orange County! One of the outing attendees, Jane Hiles, 

is an opera singer herself and sang in the chorus. She 

talked about the extravagant costuming and makeup 

preparation and even brought a beautiful picture of her-

self in full regalia. 

 

Overall, the performance was fantastic! Former Opera 

Pacific singer and current Chapman University professor 

(some of her students came with us!) Milena Kitic sang 

the role of Butterfly’s maid Suzuki to rave reviews from 

all our attendees. The performances across the board 

were simply stunning. 

 

On the way back in the bus, the performances didn’t 

stop! Along with champagne and dessert, we were treat-

ed to performances from some of the choral students at 

St. Michael’s Preparatory School, as well as Father 

Charles, who sang a beautiful Hawaiian love song and 

played guitar. Not to be outdone, the Chapman Universi-

ty choral students performed a Hawaiian lullaby, as well 

as an energetic arrangement of Jingle Bells.  

 

The entire evening was a celebration of the joy of music 

and much fun was had by all. Our next trip is Friday, 

February 1, 2013 to San Diego Opera’s performance of 

Daughter of the Regiment, one of the funniest operas 

around and featuring a tenor aria with no less than 9 high 

C’s! We’ll also be enjoying Pacific Symphony’s perfor-

mance of another Puccini opera, Tosca, on February 21, 

23 and 26!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Opera Bus Patrons 

off to the Opera in  

Los Angeles 

Meet Eileen Jeanette, MA 

(Cello performance) Vice Pres-

ident of Artistic and Orchestra 

Operations of Pacific Sympho-

ny.  Her “Ops” team makes 

everything work in perfect 

harmony to the audience. Some 

concert nights you may see her 

in a seat in the house experi-

encing what her concertgoers 

see, to manage details. If so, 

say “Hi!”  

Meet Beth Brooks, 

Vice President of 

Marketing and Public 

Relations. She was 

caught at The Messiah 

performance in De-

cember. Beth is 

hands-on and attends 

many concerts to meet 

with concertgoers and 

assist with their needs 

while at the Concert 

Hall.  

Friends & colleagues 

at Pacific Symphony 

Happy New Year  
to our Pacific Symphony Staff 
who put on the productions, 
each Musician whose voice 

adds a color, & the Audiences 
without whom a musician 

would be very lonely. Music 

needs us all! 


