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PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 
 Janice Smith 
 Janice Smith 
 
As President of the Pacific Symphony League, I would like to welcome all the 
new and returning members.  I know we all share the excitement of this season 
as we celebrate Maestro Carl St.Clair’s 20th year with Pacific Symphony. 
 
Programs and guest artists with special meaning for Carl and audiences have 
been selected for the 2009 – 2010 concert season. Expect return visits from  
Midori, Joshua Bell, and André Watts. Favorite pop stars Patti LuPone and Chris 
Botti will be featured. If you have not purchased your season tickets yet, now 
is the time to do it.   
 
The League and Symphony Supper Club are also planning exciting programs for 
this anniversary year beginning with the League’s first membership luncheon on 
September 28. Pacific Symphony’s Assistant Concertmaster, Jeanne Skrocki, 
will play violin in duet with her daughter, Laura Evans. It will be a delightful 
afternoon and a very good time to bring a friend. Please mark your calendars 
for all the meetings and events listed in this newsletter.   
 
Our vision for the League is to be a model volunteer program that is defined by 
four core goals:   
1   Offer meaningful support the Pacific Symphony 
2.  Provide opportunity to expand awareness and appreciation of music 
3.  Enable growth in organization and leadership skills 
4.  Encourage interaction with others who have a strong interest in music 
 
I look forward to working with all of you.   
        Janice Smith 
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The purpose of the Pacific Symphony League 
when it was established in 1990:  
 
• Raise funds to support the Pacific Symphony 
• Educate the young people of Orange County 

about music 
• Promote interest in the community for  
     Pacific Symphony and its projects 
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Board Members: left to right: Elizabeth Stahr, Betsy Foster, Lynn (Hackman) Selich, 

Julie Wiseman, Janice Smith, Kathy Mills, Carol Reynolds, Janice Johnson 

Win the Maestros’ iPWin the Maestros’ iPWin the Maestros’ iPWin the Maestros’ iPodsodsodsods!!!!    
Full of their favorite music!Full of their favorite music!Full of their favorite music!Full of their favorite music!    

Drawing: September 12Drawing: September 12Drawing: September 12Drawing: September 12    

    
The Pacific Symphony League is holding 
an opportunity drawing for three (3) iPods, 
each loaded with the favorite music of one 
of the Symphony’s maestros – Carl 
St.Clair, Richard Kaufman, and Maxim 
Eshkenazy!  Tickets are available at the 
League Symphony Shops before and dur-
ing intermission at the Summer concerts.  
Tickets are $5 each or five (5) for $20.  
 

Drawings will be held for each of three (3) 
iPods and four (4) Box Circle tickets to a 
Classics concert. The winning tickets will 
be drawn on September 12 at Verizon 
Wireless Amphitheater. Winners do not 
need to be present. Proceeds benefit the 
Pacific Symphony Youth Ensembles. �   

The Symphony Shop opened 
on July 4th at Verizon Wireless Amphithea-
ter and will continue through the Summer 
Festival. Members and prospective mem-
bers have volunteered their time, and we 
are improving our inventory and our  
record keeping! Sales have been very 
good. Profits count towards the League 
fundraising goals for the year. Be sure to 
stop and say hello; we have items with the 
Pacific Symphony logo, books on music, 
great musical education toys and warm 
blankets and sweatshirts for those cold 

nights! �     Sharon Stewart  

 

Officers: 2009 – 2010 
President: Janice Smith 
         janicefsmith@cox.net 

1st VP Membership: Elizabeth Stahr 
   stahrs@aol.com 
2nd VP Education: Suzanne Chonette 
  schonette@yahoo.com 
3rd VP Ways and Means: Claire Burt 
  clairehburt@aol.com 
4th VP Programs: Betsy Foster 
  betsyf11@cox.net 
  Carol Reynolds 
  capecarol@@aol.com 
Recording Secretary: Julie Wiseman 
  Jwiseman@socal.rr.com 
Corresponding Secretary: 
   Renee Adler 
Treasurer:  Janice Johnson 
  janandrog@aol.com 
Parliamentarian: Lynn Selich 
 lmhackman@sbcglobal.net 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

September 12 – “Tchaikovsky Spectacular” 
 

September 24 – “Opening Night at the 
Symphony” for Classics 
 

September 28 – League Luncheon 
 

October 8 - 10 – Opening Pops concerts 
 

October 17 – Family Musical Mornings  
 

November 16 – League Luncheon 
 

Supper Club dates coming soon! 
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Symphony President, John Forsyte, 
and Assistant Concertmaster, Jeanne 

Skrocki, headline September  

Luncheon at The Center Club 

           
 John Forsyte         Jeanne Skrocki 
 

Symphony President, John Forsyte, will intro-
duce the coming 2009-10 season at the first 
luncheon on September 28 at The Center Club. 
 

Pacific Symphony Assistant Concertmaster 
Jeanne Skrocki and her daughter, Laura Evans, 
are the featured performers. Laura is the  
latest in a family of extremely talented violin-
ists. Jeanne’s mother, Bonnie Bell, was a 
prominent violinist in the Los Angeles area and 
taught both her daughter and granddaughter.  
 

Jeanne’s talent, like her daughter’s, was obvi-
ous at an early age.  As a teenager, she was a 
soloist with the Los Angeles Philharmonic. At 
age 17, she received a full scholarship to study 
with Jascha Heifetz at USC in a master class. 
However, this is not a one-sided woman: she 
took time out from full-time music to study 
Aeronautical Engineering at Cal Poly in San 
Luis Obispo where she earned her Bachelor’s 
Degree. 
 

Not only has Jeanne played for numerous film 
soundtracks with eminent artists, she also 
plays with several chamber music groups.  
What’s more: she is a dedicated teacher of 
violin at the University of Redlands. 
 

Laura Evans is a precocious fourteen year old 
who plays the violin and travels the world.  
“She’s even better than I was at that age,” 
mother Jeanne points out.  
 

This mother-daughter duo will demonstrate 
the beauty of two violins working together. � 

 

November Luncheon Meeting 
featuring 

Maxim Eshkenazy,  
 

Assistant Conductor of Pacific Symphony and 
Conductor of Pacific Symphony Youth Orchestra 

 
 

November 16, 2009, The Center Club 
11:30 a.m. 

A Bulgarian native, Eshkenazy received his 
early musical training at the Sofia Conserva-
tory before moving to the United States to 
pursue a double Masters of Music degree in 
Conducting and Violin Performance at the 
University of Southern California.   
 

He regularly guest conducts Bulgaria’s major 
orchestras, including the Sofia Philharmonic, 
Classic FM Orchestra, Pleven Opera-
Philharmonic Association, and Bourgas Opera-
Philharmonic Association. Committed to the 
promotion of new music, Eshkenazy is fre-
quently involved in performing the music of 
contemporary composers. 
 

His work with the Pacific Symphony is primar-
ily with young musicians, as the conductor of 
the Pacific Symphony Youth Orchestra.  He 
has made two promises to the Pacific Sym-
phony League: to bring his violin and some 
young musicians from the Youth Orchestra for 
us to meet.  � 

 

Reservations for all luncheon meetings can be made by 
calling Jennifer Greenwalt at 714-876-2338.  
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

Have you sent in your membership to the Pacific 
Symphony League?  If so, we thank you very 
much. We need your help and participation in 
the League.  We have in store for you a wonder-
ful year of speakers and volunteer service I know 
that you will enjoy.  Dues start at just $65, a real 
bargain.  If you need a membership brochure, 
please call me at 949-760-0905 or e-mail me at 
Stahrs@aol.com   I look forward to seeing you 
all at our first meeting on September 28th! � 
  Elizabeth Stahr, Membership Chair 

Notes from the Orchestra 
 

A column where Symphony musicians share their 
thoughts with us. 

     
 

“Playing new music is always so exciting...this week; it's 
been the premiere of “I Would Plant a Tree” by James New-
ton Howard. It is so cool to have the composer at rehears-
als: generating new 'tweaks' to the  music...how many times 
I've longed to ask Beethoven what he meant by a certain 
passage...it is marvelous to have the composer explain 
his inspiration and share his compositional process in re-
hearsal!  The Pacific Symphony actually seems to foster 
more new music than I ever expected in an orchestral job, 
and this is an exciting creative process for the musicians to 
participate in...” � 

 

Family Musical Mornings 
 

Family Musical Mornings start on October 17, 
2009.  Five wonderful concerts are scheduled for 
the 2009-10 season.  We also have great opportu-
nities for Symphony League members to help staff 
the Musical Carnival stations before and after 
each concert. You will receive more information 

in October from Coordinator Suzanne Chonette. � 

Pacific Symphony League 
3631 South Harbor Blvd., Suite 100 
Santa Ana, CA 92704 
 

Cynthia Ellis, piccolo 

 



 


