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Twenty happy years of service  
to Pacific Symphony! 

        

 John Forsyte, President Janice Johnson, founding Janice Smith, 2010 President       

of Pacific Symphony         President of Pacific   of Pacific Symphony League 

    Symphony League 

 

President Janice Smith’s Message to Members and Friends 
 

We are excited about celebrating the League’s 20
th

 anniversary this year!  There are articles throughout this 
newsletter about many of the memories and achievements we’ve enjoyed over the past 20 years. Looking back 
on all those years is fun and rewarding, and we can be proud of many accomplishments.  But celebrating an an-
niversary is also a good time to look forward. How can we expand on the initial purpose established by our 
founding members in 1990: to raise funds to support Pacific Symphony, educate the young people of Orange 
County about great music and to promote interest in the community for Pacific Symphony and its projects? 
 
One of the League’s biggest concerns is the lack of music education in the schools because of the reduced    
government budgets. The need for sharing our love for music in young people’s lives is more important now 
than ever before.  With this in mind, our goals for this year are: 1. Increase membership to have a broader base 
of volunteers for education and fundraising projects; 2. Engage more of our members in committee and board 
leadership roles to add fresh and forward-thinking ideas; 3. Form a new committee to encourage the purchase of 
season tickets among our members; and 4. Participate in a newly formed donor recognition program. 
 
Please consider becoming active on the committee that interests you most.  The committees will be described in 
detail and you will have the opportunity to sign-up at the General Membership Luncheon on September 13.  
Volunteer as much as you can, and know that your valued support of Pacific Symphony’s music education     
programs helps to reach more than 50,000 young people annually with the power of great music. 
 
I look forward to another year of coming together, sharing together, working together and succeeding together! 
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.  
John E. Forsyte has led Pacific Symphony 
-- one of the nation’s fastest growing sym-
phony orchestras -- since May, 1998.  Dur-
ing his tenure, Pacific Symphony’s budget 
has grown by over 150% while remaining 
balanced each year.  Its current budget 
stands at over $17.2 million. 
 

John has placed a heavy emphasis on ex-
panding Pacific Symphony’s community    
 

engagement efforts.  During his tenure the 
number of schools served by the Frieda 
Belinfante Class Act Music Education pro-
gram has increased from seven to 31. Fur-
ther, Symphony in the Cities, arts-X-press 
(a summer arts immersion program), and a 
greatly expanded ensemble training pro-
gram have also been launched. 
 

Prior to his engagement at Pacific  
Symphony, John was Executive Director of 
the Kalamazoo Symphony in Michigan.  
 

In 1995, the American Symphony Orchestra 

League recognized John with the Helen M. 

Thompson Award, an award bestowed to 

honor executive directors and music direc-

tors under the age of 35 who have provided 

outstanding service to their orchestras.  

Under John’s leadership, Pacific Symphony 

has had a 400% increase in contributions 

and an additional $15 million pledged to its 

endowment. Artistically, the orchestra has 

launched two new concert series. In 2010, 

the Symphony was showcased by the 

League of American Orchestras as one 

America’s most innovative orchestras for 

its efforts around thematic programming.  

John is on the board of Arts Orange County 

and is very active with the League of 

American Orchestras based in New York 

City.  He lives in Long Beach with his wife 

Michele, who is a professor at UCLA.   

They have two fun-loving children, Sydney, 

age 3, and Sarina, age 2. 

 “Drop the Needle” is the title of John’s program. �  

I assure the members of the League 

and their friends that I will NOT play 

the violin for this event.  

   -  John Forsyte 

Symphony President John Forsyte headlines  
PSL September 13 Luncheon 

John Forsyte with conductor 

Maxim Eshkenazy 
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The Birth of the Pacific 
 Symphony League 

 
Janice Johnson loves 
music.  She has always 
sung it and supports every 
other form of it.  When 
she, her husband, and 
three children moved to 
Orange County in 1983, 
the Performing Arts 
Center was nearing 
completion.  Janice felt drawn to support its 
energetic harmonious spirit.  But what 
could just one person do?  She joined the 
Performing Arts Center Guilds, the Chopin 
Chapter.  Her talent for organization and 
fundraising was quickly noticed, and she 
became the chair of the Board of Directors 
of the Guilds. 
 

Janice says that “every arts organization 
needs a strong, active support group to help 
with its projects, especially the educational 
projects.” 

 

In 1990, she was invited to join the Board 
of Directors of the 10 year old Pacific Sym-
phony.  Its glory years would be in front of 
it and its childhood was filled with growing 
pains.  Carl St.Clair had just taken the reins 
of the young orchestra.  This was a major 
time of building in the newly built Perform-
ing Arts Center.  
 

It became clear that a huge fundraising ef-
fort was needed if Orange County was to 
have an audience-friendly, top-notch sym-
phony orchestra with an educational pro-
gram for young people, a pops season, a 
summer season, and a strategy to encourage 
new musical works.  The multitude of ave-
nues where Pacific Symphony contributes 
to the musical life of Orange County seems 
endless.   
 

At this pivotal point in the history of the 
Symphony, there were many who wanted to 
help.  These people formed small satellite 
groups all over Orange County, but there 
was no real focus.  The groups weren’t 
large enough to pack the wallop they 
wanted to.  What if these small groups 
combined into one large group with clout?  
Would they be more effective to meet the 
needs of Pacific Symphony? 

 

Janice Johnson and three other music loving 
women, Joyce Hanson, Marcy Mulville and 
Pat Weiss, met for a working lunch where 
they discussed the options of how best to 
support the Symphony.  They decided that 
an umbrella organization was needed with 
the purpose of not only supporting the  
Symphony in general but also to educate 
young people about music and to promote 
interest in the community for Pacific     
Symphony and its projects.  This new or-
ganization would be the light of all the ex-
isting smaller organizations. 
 

Janice was elected President of the new or-
ganization, Pacific Symphony League, and 
therein lay twenty active years of the or-
ganization we know of, the brilliance of the 
Symphony that we know of, and a future 
that is indeed bright.  �    
 

Past Presidents have 
kept the flame alive! 

 
Janice Johnson                          1991-1992 
Pat Weiss                                  1992-1993    
Barbara Trainor                         1993-1995  
Lynda Gome                             1995-1996  
Claire Burt                                1996-1998  
Birthe Burnett                           1998-1999  
Janice Smith                              1999-2001 
Susan Baker                              2001-2003  
Ina Roth                                    2003-2005 
Sandra Brown                           2005-2007 
Lynn Hackman Selich              2007-2009  
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Volunteers All 

Stan Sholik 
has spent over 

three decades 
as a 

commercial, 
advertising and 
illustrative 

photographer in 
Orange County. 

During that 
time, he has 
developed a 

national reputation in a wide range of 
technology-oriented specialties for his 

clients in the computer, electronics, 
medical device and food industries 

and Pacific Symphony which he pho-
tographs as a volunteer.    

Self-taught as a photographer, Stan 
holds a BS degree in Physics and an 

MA in English from Carnegie Institute 
of Technology in Pittsburgh, PA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His picture of the late Marcy Mulville 
(above, originally in color) a founder 

and chairman emeritus of Pacific 
Symphony, is an example of his work 

as are many of the images in PSL 
newsletters. �   
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