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President Joe Svehla   

inspired by recent       

Association of California 

Symphony Orchestras 

Conference 

2015 marks the third year that I 
have attended an Association of 
California Symphony Orchestras 
Conference.  This year's 
ACSO Conference was hosted by 
the Long Beach Symphony.  

 
I find ACSO Conferences to be unique.  During my 
corporate career, I attended many trade shows, 
conventions, conferences and 
industry meetings.  Personal de-
meanor at these events was ex-
tremely guarded for fear of re-
vealing trade secrets or technol-
ogies that might give another 
company a competitive ad-
vantage.  In stark contrast, the 
atmosphere at an ACSO Confer-
ence is collegial and high-
ly collaborative.  Attendees are 
eager to share stories of their 
organization's operations, best 
practices and programs.  The theme of this year's 
conference was, appropriately,    storytelling. 
 Of the 214 attendees, Pacific Symphony had the 
largest delegation with 33, nearly the same number 
as had attended the ACSO Conference two years 

ago when   Pacific Symphony was the host organiza-
tion.  I was proud to be one of those representing 
Pacific Symphony.  Upon learning of my affiliation, 
many attendees I met remarked how lucky I was to 
be associated with Pacific Symphony.  They ex-
pressed admiration, and I sensed a touch of envy, 
for our orchestra, concert hall, Symphony staff and 
our many education and community engagement 
programs. 

I was proud to represent the Pacific Symphony 
League.  Tania Batson, (Associate Director of Individ-
ual Giving) and I attended the League and Guild Peer 
Forum, one of 16 peer forums that were held at the 
conference.  Other participants represented volun-
teer and fundraising support groups from Los Ange-
les, Long Beach, Las Vegas, Eureka, San Bernardino, 
Santa Cruz and Monterey.  There was a lively and 

frank discussion of common issues, 
interests and insights.  To illustrate 
the collaborative nature of the con-
ference, I have responded to requests 
for our membership renewal form 
and directory, and I requested volun-
teer job descriptions and bylaws be-
ing used by other participants. 

Next year's ACSO Conference will be 

hosted by the    Oakland Sympho-

ny.  I plan to be there.  ≠ 

President Joe Svehla  

“admiration, and a 

touch of envy, for our 

orchestra, concert hall, 

Symphony staff and our 

many education and 

community engage-

ment programs.” 
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Pacific Symphony League Luncheons 

Pacific Symphony League former president and program chair 2014-

2016, Sue Baker, was first introduced to Pacific Symphony League at a 

League Luncheon at the Center Club in 1997.   

Music Director Carl St.Clair receives a surprise birth-
day dessert at the Center Club during the Pacific 
Symphony League June Luncheon. Ruth Ann Evans 
looks on admiringly.  

Carl St.Clair regales the June Luncheon with in-
sights, inspirations and stories from his life as music 
director of Pacific Symphony. 

In fact, most of the members of 
the League were first introduced 
to the organization at a luncheon 
as a guest of a friend.  Some 
members even discovered the 
League through their interest in 
Pacific Symphony and checked it 
out at one of the four or five 
League Luncheons during the 
year. 

This year, there will be five lunch-
eons with special guests from the world of music.  The 
first luncheon is scheduled for October 5 at the Pacific 
Club in Newport Beach, and the second on December 
7; the location is unknown at this writing. The lunch-
eons are generally held on Mondays, although there 
have been exceptions.  The first luncheon of 2016 will 
be held in February with an Opera-oriented musician.  
Two months later, the next luncheon will be on April 
18.  And finally, in June, after a whole season of Pacific 
Symphony’s Classical series, Pacific Symphony League 
will again celebrate Music Director Carl St.Clair’s birth-
day a bit early...and the whole season. ≠ 

 

Sue Baker 
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Pacific Symphony President John Forsyte 

Mission is the Engine of the Symphony 

John Forsyte has confidence in many fundamentals 
related to Pacific Symphony: musical excellence, 
community education, a highly educated and com-
mitted staff, and a very supportive Board of Directors 
headed by Mike Kerr. Forsyte has a job that is, for a 
non-profit, the equivalent to the CEO of a public 
company.  Pacific  Symphony has a reputation for 
balancing the budget every year, even while the 
budget has increased almost threefold since John 
assumed the leadership of Pacific Symphony more 
than 17 years ago. Focusing on mission, vision and 
strategies is key to the long-term arc of success for 
our orchestra. 

Pacific Symphony’s budget was approximately $20 
million dollars in the fiscal year concluding June 2015 
and was balanced. How does John count on that in-
come? He has learned to have faith and confidence 
in the impact of the Symphony’s work and the quality 
of Pacific Symphony’s artistic and community service, 
which have proven to be invaluable to the residents 
of Orange County. 

“When we attend a performance of Pacific Sympho-
ny, there is the very real possibility that the musi-
cians’ art will ignite a sense of passion in us.  Fine 
music does that.  It changes, elevates and refines 
thought. It can be transformational,” John shared. 

That power of classical music “is providing an indis-
pensable service to its community that ranges from 
what the Symphony does in elementary schools (all 
Class Act schools have indicated their desire to re-
turn for 2016!) to adult enrichment,” John under-
scored. 

“We provide a resource that is unique and differenti-
ated.  It is an act of confidence in our mission that, 
when one plans a season, we will have sufficient rev-
enues to pay for it,” he adds. 

John makes clear that there is 
a huge difference between a 
symphony orchestra in an es-
tablished “old” city such as 
New York City, Chicago, or 
even Los Angeles. Orange 
County is very young as a civic 
entity.  It’s still working on 
infrastructure: subdivisions, 
parks. roads, schools — none 
of which are  “second rate” or 
provincial. This new develop-
ing society has new ideas, 
new opportunities, and a fan-
tastic symphony orchestra 
that has a relatively short his-
tory. (Major American orches-
tras think of themselves as 
centenarians.) 

To John, it all comes down to 
education and exposure. 
“There are many musical gen-
res that can be very entertain-
ing. The pieces are relatively 
short and that’s not a bad 
thing.  And then there are 
classical music forms which, 
like the “Eroica” Symphony by 
Beethoven, last more than 45 
minutes.  There is always 
something developmental happening in a Beethoven 
symphony; if the music were replaced somehow by 
words we might have a Shakespeare play.  The inter-
action of all the parts is very much related to drama, 
to climaxes and releases, just like in fine theater. It 
usually takes some time and introduction to learn the 
language of music, just as we would need to learn 
the French of a Molière play to appreciate the humor 
of that author. 

As Pacific Symphony and all its activities achieve 
greater acclaim, support may grow, but so will the 
appreciation, a delicate and strong balance.” 

John was led into non-

profit management while 

studying pre-med courses 

at the University of Illinois 

in the music library.  He 

picked up a magazine that 

covers orchestras in the 

United States.  John be-

came fascinated and de-

cided to change his major 

to business, and non-profit 

business at that.  (The 

dean of the business 

school was delighted.  He 

had never had a student 

express that interest.) 
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Opera Focus 

C o-Chairs Bev Spring and Laila Conlin of Opera Focus, have an-
nounced the appointments of three new members to the Board: 

Kathy Dogali, Phoebe Lambeth and Patricia Marshall.  All three have been 
devoted supporters of opera in Orange County for many years and will be 
welcome assets to the Board. 
 
Betty McClellan, former chair of Gourmet Diners, thanks all of those gener-
ous hosts who had created so many enjoyable events over the years 
netting more than $150,000 in support of Orange County Opera. 
Enticing future Gourmet Diners events: Champagne Dinner with Music, 
San Clemente, September 13: Halloween Bridge, Irvine, October 30:  Cock-
tails by the Sea, Monarch Beach, November 7:  Holiday Dinner, Emerald 
Bay, December 6: Christmas Bridge, Irvine, December 15. For reservations 
and further information, please contact Luciana Marabella, (951) 306-
0974, (714) 392-2260 or luciana92672@aol.com or refer to the Gourmet 
Diners Event Booklet. 
 
Each host underwrites all expenses of their event for the Festival of Fine 
Dinings. Each event this season will benefit Pacific Symphony’s production 
of Puccini’s “Turandot,” through the guest contribution in attending these 
events. 
 
Guests may purchase individual reservations to as many events as desired. 
One need not be a member of Opera Focus or Pacific Symphony League to 
attend, just love opera and want to support it with other friends of the vo-
cal arts.  ≠ 
 
 

Luciana Marabella has as-
sumed the chairmanship of 
the popular Opera Focus 
Gourmet Diners, replacing 
Betty McClellan who served 
more than 11 years as chair-
man.   
 
Luciana is originally from 
Venice, Italy. She taught Ital-
ian at Saddleback College for 
25 years and is very excited 
to take on the role of the 
new "Gourmet Diners Chair-
man." She says that by hav-
ing beautiful, frequent 
events and bridge games, 
opera aficionados raise funds 
to support the major opera 
and vocal initiatives of Pacific 
Symphony.  
  
Luciana and her husband live 
in San Clemente. She can be 
contacted at:  (714) 392-2260 
or  
luciana92672@aol.com. 
 
 

 
 Opera in Southern California: Los Angeles 

Opens Season with Gianni Schicchi and Pagliacci 

 

Pacific Symphony’s Gary Good announces a special bus trip to this 
double bill on Sunday, September 27 on the Pacific Symphony 
Opera bus. More information (and the dates of other performanc-
es) here: http://www.laopera.org/season/1516-Season-at-a-
Glance/Gianni-Schicchi-Pagliacci/ 
 
Prices:  Center Orchestra $305,  Rear Orch / Dress Circle  $225,  Front Balco-
ny $190,  Center Balcony $165. Includes transportation and box lunch and a 
contribution toward tickets for students. Please call  Gary Good at (714) 755 
5788 immediately if you want to be included. There may be a waiting list.

Luciana Marabella 
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