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Janice Smith with President’s message 
 
The last General Membership Meeting of the year held on June 14th seemed like the last 
day of school.  A lovely array of hats adorned the guests, final reports for the year were 
given, a humorous and entertaining installation of officers was presented by Sue Baker, 
a great violin performance was given by talented eight year old Julia Wang, and jelly 
beans abound! 
 
The “report card” for the year had all “A’s”.  Elizabeth Stahr reported that membership 
grew significantly, and Betty Everett, reporting for Education Volunteer chairman 

Suzanne Chonette, stated that League members provided hundreds of volunteer hours at the Family Musical 
Morning Concerts and the June Youth Concerts, touching the lives of thousands of young people. Volunteer 
regulars were Kathy Mills, Jaye and Boker Yaruss, Sharon Stewart, Leonard Brinley, Ginna Morris, Elizabeth 
Stahr, and Barbara Sue Johnson.  Seven of our members who served as Ambassadors for the Class Act Program 
were Sandra Brown, Cindy Disman, Mary Jane Schrader, Sharon Stewart, Julie Wiseman, and Jaye and Boker 
Yaruss.  Loren Ehlers, a committee of one, takes snacks to the Symphony musicians to enjoy during their break 
at rehearsals.  Close to 4,000 volunteer hours were donated by League members!   
 
Our “class gift” was the presentation of a check for $100,000 by Treasurer Janice Johnson to Pacific Symphony 
Board of Directors’ Chair, Sally Anderson.  The large increase in our fundraising efforts this year was due to: 1. 
the  increased number of Patron and Supper Club members; 2. the iPod opportunity drawing, championed by 
Margaret Gates; 3. the best-year-ever for the Symphony Store managed by chairman Sharon Stewart and com-
mittee members Sue Baker, Peggy George, Kathy Mills, and Jacki Williams;  4. the successful Celebration Raf-

fle lead by committee members and master sales people Julie Wiseman, Barbara Sue Johnson, Betty Everett,  
Catherine Emmi, Ina Roth, Elizabeth Stahr, Gloria Green, Sandra Brown, and Claire Burt; and 5. the “Vesta 
Curry Day at the Youth Concert” event. 
 
Thank you all for a job well done and an outstanding year!   Janice Smith  � 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Our total number of members has increased by 56% during 2009-2010.  To those of you who were new members, we are 
thrilled to have you and hope that you will rejoin us for the upcoming year.  All members are encouraged to renew your 
memberships by July 31.  Please notice the renewal form in this newsletter that has been included for your convenience.   

Plans are underway for the upcoming year when we will once again have interesting programs for meetings and meaning-
ful volunteer opportunities.  Our purpose remains to “raise funds to support Pacific Symphony, educate young people 
about music, and promote interest in the community about music.”   Please find a friend or neighbor to join the League. It 
is the best bargain membership in Orange County! 

Elizabeth Stahr �  Call or email the editor (949 462 0912, bettyeverett@usa.net) if you would like Elizabeth 

Stahr’s recipe for Lemon Pudding Cake, which is served at many casual Pacific Symphony League events.  
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Betty Everett, editor; send submissions to bettyeverett@usa.net, 949 462 0912              



 

Pacific Symphony League Officers: 2010-2011 

 
From left to right: Melida Canfield, Treasurer; Sandra Brown, Historian; Betsy Foster, Fourth VP-Programs; 
Nella Webster O’Grady, member; Vivian McCluney, Corresponding Secretary; Janice Johnson and Claire Burt, 
Co-chairs, First VP, Membership;  Janice Smith, President; Jaye Yaruss, Third VP-Ways and Means; Julie 
Wiseman, Recording Secretary.  Not shown: Suzanne Chonette, Second VP-Volunteers; and Lynn Selich,  
Parliamentarian.              
   

 

Our activities keep the Pacific  
Symphony Alive and Playing! 

 

All League Members: Now is your chance to share 

your ideas for fundraising for 2010-2011. All ideas 

are welcome, but the best will be easiest and least 

expensive to produce, most appealing to our target 

audience and the most FUN; with greatest potential 

for return to our coffers.  Keep in mind time of year, 

weather and any other factors. Please call or email 

Jaye Yaruss at 949-842-2961 or 

 Jaye@BokerYaruss.com.   Deadline for submis-

sions is July 25, 2010. Remember, our organization 

is only as strong as our members and YOU are the 

best there are! Please find some time to help bring 

these great ideas to reality! 
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Special Thanks to Jennifer Greenwalt has left to take a 
new position in the ticket office, encouraging ticket 
buyers to contribute to the Symphony.  She has also re-
turned to school for a Master’s in Education/Elementary 
Teaching Credential. She delights in the prospect of 
having more time with her very young family.   
Elizabeth Ton has started Associate Director of Individ-
ual Giving on July 8th. 

Four league members received 
awards at Pacific Symphony’s Vol-
unteer/Donor Appreciation Day 
concert  on April 13.   

.  

 

 

Janice Smith won the 
“Vesta Curry Hat’s Off” 
award for extraordinary 
volunteer service. 

Julie Wiseman  
earned the “Outstanding 
Leader of the Celebration 

Raffle project” award for 
working the most hours and 

selling the most tickets.  

Jaye and Boker 
Yaruss were given the 
“Volunteers of the Year” 
award for their out-
standing work with music 
education programs. 



News from the Symphony Store 
by Sharon Stewart 

  

 
 
The Symphony Store continues to do well.  For the 
year beginning July 1, 2009, it grossed $29,055.95 
with expenses of $11,992.79. Our net total going 
toward the League fund raising goal is $17,063.16!! 
 
We stock different merchandise for the summer 
concerts at Verizon which started July 4th.  Blan-
kets, sweatshirts - anything warm - sell well after 
dark when the weather cools off.  We are hoping to 
have a new line of stuffed animals wearing the 
Symphony logo on little vests and tee-shirts starting 
this summer. Binoculars will be back!   We have 
two shops at Verizon.  Stop by and say hello.   
    Sharon Stewart  � 
 
Editor’s Note:  Sharon and her Store crew are at all 

Symphony concerts, before, during and after the con-

certs.  Congratulations and Thanks!  � 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

      Symphony Store Stalwart,  
     Kathy Mills, is also al-  
     ways to be seen at the   
     Music education programs-   
     directing, smiling, helping,  
     enjoying.  And she prepares  
      the  membership roster! 

Young clarinetist from  
Target’s Symphony in the Cities 
Lake Forest 2009 
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“We had a great year of inspiring a 
love of music in the youth of Orange County. 
 

For five Saturdays in 2009 and 10, league volun-
teers arrived at the concert hall at 8:00 a.m. and 
stayed until 1:00 p.m. for the Family Musical 
Mornings concert series. Their duties included fa-
cilitating activities such as “instrumental petting 
zoos” or stations with musicians, storytellers and 
dancers.  The Family Musical Mornings series 
played by our Pacific Symphony and conducted by 
Maxim Eshkenazy, included a Halloween “spook-
tacular,” where many in the audience came in cos-
tume; our Christmas favorite, The Nutcracker, with 
dancers and; of course, our Superheroes. 
One special concert was the “side by side” concert, 
The Firebird, with musicians from The Pacific 
Youth Orchestra sitting onstage with their counter-
parts from Pacific Symphony. The last concert was 
sci- fi, The Orchestra from Planet X. 
 

The end of the year is the culmination of the Class 
Act education program! Thousands of students 
from Orange County schools are bussed to the con-
cert hall for four wonderful days of concerts high-
lighting the composer of the year, Tchaikovsky. 
The students cheer for their Class Act musician and 
sing along with the composer’s music. Our volun-
teers assist with seating children, loading and 
unloading busses, greeting and keeping traffic 
flowing. It is amazingly well organized and kudos 
to Mollie Gilmore and her staff, and all the dedi-
cated League volunteers. “They made my job run 
smoothly, and I thank them for all their help.” � 

To volunteer and experience 
first hand the Pacific Sym-
phony’s Education for Youth 
programs at their best, contact 
Suzanne Chonette at 
schonette@yahoo.com or 949-
675-3715, or Mollie Gilmore 
at the Pacific Symphony office 
714-876-2386. � 

Suzanne Chonette reports 
on League Volunteers at 
Music Education programs 



 
Super Hero “Water Sprite” visits a Musical Morning! 

 

“The Family Musical Mornings are fun and fascinating 45-minute concerts designed espe-

cially for children 5 – 11.  Children and parents enjoy their family time together while en-

hancing their love of music.  League volunteers participate in the Musical Carnivals which 

are hands-on activities that accompany the concerts.  Volunteers assist with games, crafts, 

ushering and other activities.  The following story is an example of why we volunteer!” 
 
One of the five concerts on the 2009-2010 Family Musical Mornings concert series was titled “Superheroes!” For the 
concert, child patrons were asked to submit drawings of either their favorite hero or superhero so the artwork could be 
projected during the concert finale.  
 
One 6 year-old-boy not only turned in original artwork of a Superhero of his own creation, but also a four paragraph my-
thology that covered everything from his heroes’ arch nemesis to the heroes’ favorite food.  Symphony staff members 
were so impressed and enchanted with this young man’s imaginative tale that his hero, named Water Sprite, became a 
popular topic of conversation around the office. 
 
On the day of the concert, children were encouraged to come dressed in costume and it wasn’t long before one of our staff 
members spotted a little boy dressed similarly to the crayon drawing of Water Sprite.  When he was approached and asked 
if he was indeed Water Sprite, his face lit up at the idea that this character of his own creation was famous!  After all the 
staff made an appropriate fuss, citing facts and questions from the back-story, they had the photographer take a group 
picture. 
 
Everyone enjoyed the concert that morning and after the weekend was over, the boy’s father sent the Pacific Symphony a 
heartfelt email. 
 

“I just wanted to thank you for making that day so special and memorable.  You can’t imagine how amaz-
ing it was for people we’ve never met before to come up and ‘recognize’ my son as Water Sprite!  The smile 
on his face was priceless…As a father, I couldn’t help but tear up to see that my son and his  
special creation…struck a chord with other people…Those are memories we will share forever.” 
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Hero, WaterSprite: sur-
rounded by Pacific Sym-
phony Education staff 
members:  Mollie Gilmore, 
Molly Pontin, Adrian Noack 

and Dominic Mumolo 



“Symphony Salon” Series 

(Formerly Symphony Supper Club) 

After four years of inspiring leadership of the Sym-
phony Supper Club, Ina Roth resigned her chair-
manship.  She is one of the League’s most informed 
members on music matters, composers, and musi-
cians.  This knowledge, as well as her charm and 
great sense of humor, made every Supper Club a 
very special event!   Thank you, Ina, for four great 
years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are extremely fortunate to have Barbara Foster 
as our next chairman.  She has approached her new 
position with much energy.  We have a new name, 
“Salon Series”, and a slightly new format.  The fo-
cus will be on great music in an intimate,” Salon-
like” setting.  Members will gather in lovely homes, 
listen to performances by outstanding guest artists, 
and enjoy tasty hors d’oeuvres, wine, dessert and 
coffee.   We hope you will enjoy the 2010-2011 
season! 

 

The Fruits of League work 

2009-2010 

President Janice Smith and Treasurer Janice 
Johnson present a check for $100,000 to Sally 
Anderson, Chair of the Symphony Board of Di-
rectors, as our contribution for the year. 
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Pacific Symphony League has fun! 

 

At the June general meeting, the theme was a tribute 
to volunteer extraordinaire, Vesta Curry. Members 
were invited to wear hats, a familiar feature sported 
by Vesta.  In fact, many of the hats worn this day 
were Vesta’s hats! Her hats were a gift to the Sym-
phony after her passing.  Below are some of our 
members modeling their favorites. 
 

Symphony Salon Series Committee 
2010-2011 

Barbara Foster, Chairman, Claire Burt, Catherine 
Emmi, Dot Nelson, Rick Nelson, Ina Roth, JaneTaylor 

Lovely League Members: Jane Taylor, Darrellyn 

Melilli, and guest Jan Landstrom in Curry originals! 

Many of the pictures in this issue come from 

the camera of Stan Sholik who is an official 

volunteer photographer of the Pacific Sym�

phony. 


