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 Giuseppe Verdi Overture to La Forza del Destino

 Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky Slavic March

 Cole Porter, arr. Herman Begin the Beguine

 Georges Bizet Toreador Song from Carmen (Saturday only)
   Charles Zhang, guest conductor

 Andrew Lloyd Webber Jellicle Ball from Cats

 Zequinha de Abreu, arr. Dragon Tico Tico No Fuba

MEGAN HILTY & BRIAN STOKES MITCHELL
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The Friday night concert is generously sponsored by the Labowe Family Foundation.
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E qually adept at conducting classical and pops programs, Albert-George Schram has 
led a wide variety of repertoire for many orchestras in the U.S. and abroad. Schram is 
currently resident conductor of the Nashville Symphony and resident staff conductor of 

the Columbus (Ohio) and Charlotte symphonies. He has conducted classical, pops, holiday 
and educational concerts for all three orchestras. He has also served as music director of the 
Lubbock (Texas) Symphony and the Lynn (Fla.) Philharmonic, and has held titled positions with 
the Louisville and Florida philharmonic orchestras.

Schram’s guest-conducting roster has included the symphonies of Dallas, Charlotte, Tucson, 
New Orleans (Louisiana Philharmonic), Oklahoma City, Spokane, Dayton and San Antonio, 
among others. His conducting engagements abroad have been with the Netherlands Radio 
Philharmonic, the Taegu Symphony in Korea, the Orquestra Sinfonica Nacional of Bolivia, the 
Orquestra Sinfonica Universidad Nacional de Cuyo (in Mendoza, Argentina), the National 
Symphony Orchestra of Uzbekistan and the Orchester der Allgemeinen Musikgesellschaft in 
Luzern, Switzerland.

Educated at The Hague Conservatory in his native Netherlands, Schram has also studied at 
the University of Calgary and the University of Washington. His teachers have included Rafael 
Kubelik, Franco Ferrara, Abraham Kaplan and Neeme Järvi.

On the classical side, Schram has worked with many distinguished artists, including pianists 
Lang Lang and Olga Kern and violinist Elmar Oliveira, among others. His vast performance 
repertoire has included the Requiems of Verdi and Berlioz, most of the standard symphonies 
(by Mozart, Beethoven, Tchaikovsky, Brahms, Mahler, et al.), the basic concerto repertoire, and 
music by such acclaimed contemporary composers as John Corigliano and Jennifer Higdon. As a 
pops conductor, Schram has worked with James Taylor, Art Garfunkel, Chris Botti, LeAnn Rimes, 
Boyz II Men, Kenny G, Olivia Newton-John, Chicago, Aretha Franklin and many others. He also 
has put together a variety of theme programs, including a Big Band show, a Ray Charles tribute, 
“Home for the Holidays” (a Christmas program) and a romantic evening called “That’s Amore.”

GEORGE meet the conductor

ALBERT-GEORGE SCHRAM
CONDUCTOR

THANK YOU TO OUR CONCERT SPONSORS

THE LABOWE FAMILY FOUNDATION (Friday)

The Labowe family are wonderful friends to Pacific Symphony with a love for music that is multi-
generational. Trana Labowe has been a Pops subscriber for over a decade, and attended regularly 
with her husband Ronald until his passing in 2014. Her sons, along with their families, now join Trana 
for concerts throughout the season, enjoying Pops, Classics and Summer performances.  Pacific 
Symphony is grateful to the entire Labowe family—Trana, Ken, Mark, Richard and Sara—for their 
generosity and sponsorship support of the Pops series.
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M egan Hilty was born in Bellevue, Wash. on March 29, 1981. Drawn to music at a 
young age, she explored a career in opera before deciding to pursue musical theater. 
Hilty attended Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, graduating in 2004 with a 

bachelor’s degree in theater.

Following her graduation, Hilty joined the Broadway Company of Wicked as the “Glinda” standby. 
She made her Broadway debut in the fall of 2004 opposite Tony Award winner Idina Menzel, and 
assumed the role full-time in May 2005. After a year on Broadway, she continued with Wicked 
on tour and in the 2007-09 Los Angeles production. While in Los Angeles, Hilty made guest 
appearances on many television shows, including Bones, The Closer, Desperate Housewives and 
Ugly Betty, while also providing the singing voice for “Snow White” in Shrek the Third.

In 2009, Hilty starred on Broadway as “Doralee” in 9 to 5: The Musical, Dolly Parton’s adaptation 
of the popular film. She was nominated for a Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Actress in a 
Musical, an Outer Critics Circle Award for Best Actress in a Musical, a Drama League Award and 
an Ovation Award for Best Actress in a Musical.

Hilty next joined the cast of NBC’s Smash as “Ivy Lynn,” an actress who is desperate to land the 
lead in a musical about the life of Marilyn Monroe. Emily Nussbaum of The New Yorker said of 
her work: “Hilty has built a character who feels like a real Broadway diva: sexy, funny, ambitious, 
insecure, at once selfish and giving.” The show aired from 2012-2013 and was nominated for a 
Golden Globe Award for Outstanding Musical or Comedy Series.

During her hiatus between Smash‘s first and second seasons, Hilty played “Lorelei Lee” in the 
New York City Center production of Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. Hilty received rave reviews for both 
the production and its cast recording. Ben Brantley of The New York Times called the opening 
performance “…one of those single, golden nights, so cherished by theatergoers, that thrust its 
leading lady into the firmament of musical stardom.”

2013 brought the release of Hilty’s first solo album, It Happens All the Time, as well as her 
Carnegie Hall debut. Later that year, she joined the cast of NBC’s Sean Saves the World, starring 
Sean Hayes. She also provided the voice of the “China Doll Princess” in the animated feature 
Legends of Oz: Dorothy’s Return and the voice of “Rosetta” in the Disney Fairies series.

In 2015, Hilty starred in a one-night-only performance of Bombshell and a two-night presentation 
of Annie Get Your Gun at New York City Center. She also returned to the Broadway stage as 
“Brooke Ashton” in Noises Off. For her performance, she received a 2016 Tony Award nomination 
for Outstanding Featured Actress in a Play, as well as Drama Desk and Drama League Award 
nominations.

Since Noises Off ended its run in March 2016, Hilty has guest-starred on Project Runway, Difficult 
People, Brain Dead and The Good Wife and has released two albums: Megan Hilty Live at the Café 
Carlyle and A Merry Little Christmas. She also co-starred in the feature film Rules Don’t Apply 
from director Warren Beatty. She maintains an active concert schedule, both with symphony 
orchestras throughout the United States and in solo concert at smaller venues.

MEGAN meet the guest artists

MEGAN HILTY
VOCALIST
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BRIAN meet the guest artists

D ubbed “the last leading man” by The New York Times, Tony Award winner Brian Stokes 
Mitchell has enjoyed a career that spans Broadway, television, film and concert 
appearances with the country’s finest conductors and orchestras. He received Tony, 

Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle awards for his star turn in Kiss Me, Kate. He also gave 
Tony-nominated performances in Man of La Mancha, August Wilson’s King Hedley II and Ragtime. 
Other notable Broadway shows include Kiss of the Spider Woman, Jelly’s Last Jam and Women on 
the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown. In April of 2016 he made a long-awaited return to Broadway 
starring once again with Audra McDonald in Shuffle Along, a new musical written and directed by 
George C. Wolfe with choreography by Savion Glover. 

An extremely versatile and in-demand singer, Stokes has performed at venues spanning 
jazz, opera, pops, country and musical theater worlds. He has worked with John Williams, 
Marvin Hamlisch, Keith Lockhart, Michael Tilson Thomas, Leonard Slatkin, The Smithsonian 
Jazz Masterworks Big Band, The Mormon Tabernacle choir and the Muppets. Stokes has 
made multiple appearances at Carnegie Hall beginning with his debut with the San Francisco 
Symphony through his televised performance in South Pacific opposite Reba McEntire to his sold-
out solo concert, which he continues to perform throughout the U.S. He has been invited twice to 
perform at the White House and has performed for Presidents Clinton and Obama. 

Stokes has delved deeply into various music disciplines. In addition to singing, he began piano 
studies at the age of 6. His musical curiosity lead him to an interest in orchestration, arranging 
and film scoring which he first started studying on his own in his late teens. He later studied 
film scoring, orchestration and conducting at UCLA and privately and scored and conducted 
a number of Trapper John, MD episodes, a series on which he was also a regular cast member. 
His musical talent has extended to the present day as producer, arranger and orchestrator on 
his own albums including his latest recording, Simply Broadway, an album of classic Broadway 
tunes that have been musically reimagined but still retain the spirit of the originals. The song 
selection includes works from Camelot, Porgy and Bess, Company, Sunday in the Park with George, 
Les Misérables and other classics. Stokes has appeared on more than 20 albums. 

His extensive screen credits began with a seven-year stint on Trapper John, MD and have 
continued with memorable appearances on everything from PBS’ Great Performances to Frasier, 
Glee, Jumping the Broom and his most recent recurring roles on Madam Secretary, Mr. Robot and 
the upcoming Hulu series, The Path. As a voice-over artist he has played dozens of characters on 
animated TV episodes. NPR aired his narration of Aaron Copland’s Lincoln Portrait with the U.S. 
Marine band.

As a writer, Stokes has contributed to the book Hirschfeld’s Harlem, wrote the preface to At This 
Theatre, and co-authored the children’s book Lights on Broadway.

For fun he has been known to fly planes and jump out of them (usually not at the same time), 
and he can ride a bicycle on a high wire. 

Stokes has enjoyed working with numerous charitable organizations from the March of Dimes to 
the USO, and is in his 12th term as Chairman of the Board of the Actors Fund.

Stokes is a great proponent of arts education and speaks passionately about the importance of 
art in all of our lives. He resides in New York City with his wife, son and rescued mutt, Diggidy. 

BRIAN STOKES MITCHELL
VOCALIST


